
Harm on Marine Animals



Who is affected by the Pacific Garbage 
Patch?

“Many of those affected by 
the enormous garbage 
swirl—like sea birds, 
turtles and beluga 
whales—can't speak for 
themselves.

Fabien Cousteau 

[1]

Image courtesy of NOAA



How does it happen? [2]
 Marine animals mistake 

plastic debris for food 
and ingest it like when a 
sea turtle eats a plastic 
bag mistaking it for a 
jellyfish.

 Albatross frequently feed 
their chicks pieces of 
floating plastic 
mistaking it for fish eggs 
or food.

http://www.britishblogs.co.uk/categories/environmental-

degradation/



How does it happen?[2]

Also, marine animals such 
as the Hawaiian monk seal
get caught in fishing nets 
that people leave in the 
ocean.

Retrieved 11/30/2010 from:
http://www.soest.hawaii.edu/seagrant/marinedebris/GhostNetIdentif

ication.pdf



Endangered Species[3]
 These are all the turtles 

that are endangered 
species because of the 
Pacific Garbage Patch:
 Green Turtle

 Leatherback Turtle

 Hawksbill Turtle

 Kemp’s Turtle

 Olive Turtle
http://www.allvoices.com/contributed-news/282685-endangered-

species/image/5256308



What about the Coral Reef? [4]
 The beautiful coral reefs 

are being damaged by all of 
the fishing nets that are 
left in the ocean.

 The nets snag the coral and 
break pieces off.

Coralline algae at Rose Atoll, located off the coast of American 

Samoa. 

http://oceanservice.noaa.gov/images.html#67



Protect Marine Animals from the Pacific 
Garbage Patch

Don’t Pollute the 
Ocean!

http://depthdeception.blogspot.com/2007_12_01_archive.html
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